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SUBJ: CALL BY AF/C DIRECTOR CUTLER ON PRESIDENT BONGO 

1. AF/C DIRECTOR CUTLER, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR, CALLED 
ON PRESIDENT BONGO MORNING FEBRUARY 27. PRESIDENT BONGO 
WAS IN VERY FRIENDLY, RELAXED MOOD AND CONVERSATION 
LASTED ONE AND A HALF HOURS COVERING WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS. 

2. BONGO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE TO 
RAILROAD, FOR PEACE CORPS ACTIVITIES AND FOR USG DECISION 
CONCERNING DC-8. BONGO THEN PLACED GREAT STRESS ON 
GABON'S DESIRE TO INCREASE COMMERCIAL TIES WITH U.S. AND 
GABON'S DETERMINATION NOT TO REMAIN CAPTIVE MARKET OF 
FRENCH. BONGO SAID GABON WAS LIKE HOUSE WITH MANY DOORS 
OPEN TO OUTSIDE WORLD AND PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH U.S. SPECIFICIALLY, BONGO 
STRESSED DESIRE TO EXPAND GABONESE AGRICULTURE. 

PRESIDENT ALSO STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORRISON- 
KNUDSEN INVOLVED IN THE BUILDING OF THE THIRD LEG OF 
TRANSGABON RAILROAD (BOOUE-BELINGA) AND HE EXPRESSED 
DISAPPOINTMENT THAT M-K HAD OPTED OUT OF POUBARA DAM 
CONSTRUCTION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE HOPED TO BE ABLE 
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EXCELLENT RELATIONS CURRENTLY EXISTING BETWEEN U.S. 

AND GABON AND THANKED PRESIDENT FOR HIS COURTESIES. 

INCLUDING LOAN OF MYSTERE AIRCRAFT. 

3. BONGO MENTIONED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE DURING COURSE 
OF CONVERSATION THAT FRENCH AMBASSADOR RIBO WOULD BE 
LEAVING SHORTLY. AT PRESIDENT S REQUEST. AND THAT FORMER 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR DELAUNEY WOULD BE RETURNING TO 
LIBREVILLE. BONGO WENT ON TO NOTE THAT, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH NEW AGREEMENTS SIGNED WITH FRANCE (NEVER PUBLISHED), 

FRENCH AMBASSADOR WOULD NO LONGER BE AUTOMATICALLY DEAN 
OF CORPS AFTER RIBO'S DEPARTURE AND BONGO ADDED WITH A 

SMILE THAT WHEN DELAUNEY RETURNED HE WOULD FIND U.S. AMBASSADOR 
DEAN OF CORPS. 

4. CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT BONGO WAS PLEASED WITH VISIT 
OF AF/C DIRECTOR AND FACT THAT CUTLER HAD BEGUN HIS 
TRIP TO AFRICA IN GABON. TRIP CERTAINLY HELPFUL TO 

EMBASSY AND REPRESENTED POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR RELATIONS 
HERE. 

MCKESSON 
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